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1 MEETING OPENING
1.1 ATTENDANCE

Apologies

Cr Sean O'Reilly

Councillors Present

Cr Jim Memeti (Chairperson)

Cr Tim Dark, Cr Lana Formoso, Cr Eden Foster, Cr Rhonda Garad, Cr Richard Lim OAM, Cr Angela
Long, Cr Bob Milkovic, Cr Sophie Tan, Cr Loi Truong.

Officers Present

John Bennie PSM, Chief Executive Officer, Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major
Projects, Jamie Thorley, Acting Director City Planning, Design and Amenity, Tilla Buden, Acting
Director Community Services, Kylie Sprague, Executive Manager Communications and Customer
Service, Michelle Hansen, Executive Manager Finance and Information Technology, Lisa Roberts,
Manager Governance.

1.2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE LAND

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of this land, the Bunurong People, and pay
our respect to their Elders past, present and emerging while also recogising their deep and continuing
connections to climate, culture and country.

We also pay our respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their Elders who
may be present at the meeting today and acknowledge their journey.
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1.3 OFFERING OF PRAYER

Deputy Mayor, Cr Eden Foster read the following prayer provided prior to the meeting by Roz Blades
AM from the Jewish Community, a member of the Greater Dandenong Interfaith Network.

" On behalf of the Jewish community and the Interfaith Network of Greater Dandenong, may I
as the Jewish member take the opportunity of wishing the councillors and staff a happy and
Healthy Hanukkah. Hanukkah is a Jewish Festival that refaffirms the ideals of Judaism and
commemorates in particular the rededication of the Second Temple of Jerusalem by the lighting
of candles on each day of the Festival. According to legend the Jews had risen up agaianst
their Greek Syrian oppressors in the Maccabean revolt. Hanukkah 2021 will begin in the evening
of Sunday 28th November and ends in the evening of Monday 6th December. Hanukkah is
generally referred to as the festival of lights and has a candleabra with oil in it. It is lit each
night to celebrate the miracle of the oil in the temple lasting eight days instead of one. The
traditional foods that are eaten are potato latkes and jam doughnuts, both deep fried in oil. The
traditional greeting for this festival if you want to wish someone a happy hannukah is Hannukah
Sameach and I wish all of you a happy, healthy Festival of Lights."

1.4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Meetings of Council held 11 November 2021 and 15 November 2021.

Recommendation

That the minutes of the Meetings of Council held 11 November 2021 and 15 November 2021
be confirmed.

MINUTE 338

Moved by: Cr Loi Truong
Seconded by: Cr Angela Long

That the minutes of the Meetings of Council held 11 November 2021 and 15 November 2021
be confirmed.

CARRIED
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1.5 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Nil.
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2 OFFICERS' REPORTS - PART ONE
2.1 DOCUMENTS FOR SEALING
2.1.1 Documents for Sealing

A2683601File Id:

Manager GovernanceResponsible Officer:

Report Summary

Under the Victorian Local Government Act, each Council is a body corporate and a legal entity in its
own right. Each Council must therefore have a common seal (like any corporate entity) that is an
official sanction of that Council.

Sealing a document makes it an official document of Council as a corporate body. Documents that
require sealing include agreements, contracts, leases or any other contractual or legally binding
document that binds Council to another party.

Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that the listed documents be signed and sealed.
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Item Summary

There are four [4] items being presented to Council’s meeting of 29 November 2021 for signing and
sealing as follows:

A letter of recognition to Lauren Beechey, Community Services for 20 years of service to
the City of Greater Dandenong;

1.

A letter of recognition to Nevenka Fekovic, Community Services for 20 years of service to
the City of Greater Dandenong;

2.

A letter of recognition to Oleshya Zavinski, Community Services for 20 years of service to
the City of Greater Dandenong; and

3.

A letter of recognition to Tatjana Tvrtkovic, Community Services for 20 years of service to
the City of Greater Dandenong.

4.

Recommendation

That the listed documents be signed and sealed.

MINUTE 339

Moved by: Cr Angela Long
Seconded by: Cr Sophie Tan

That the listed documents be signed and sealed.

CARRIED
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2.2 DOCUMENTS FOR TABLING
2.2.1 Documents for Tabling

qA228025File Id:

Manager GovernanceResponsible Officer:

Report Summary

Council receives various documents such as annual reports and minutes of committee meetings that
deal with a variety of issues that are relevant to the City.

These reports are tabled at Council Meetings and therefore brought to the attention of Council.

Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that the listed items be received.
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MONDAY, 29 NOVEMBER 2021City of Greater Dandenong

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES



List of Reports

TitleAuthor

Annual Report 2021Noble Park Community Centre

A copy of each report is made available at the Council meeting or by contacting the Governance Unit
on telephone 8571 5235.

Recommendation

That the listed items be received.

MINUTE 340

Moved by: Cr Lana Formoso
Seconded by: Cr Richard Lim

That the listed items be received.

CARRIED
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2.2.2 Petitions and Joint Letters

qA228025File Id:

Manager GovernanceResponsible Officer:

Petitions and Joint LettersAttachments:

Report Summary

Council receives a number of petitions and joint letters on a regular basis that deal with a variety of
issues which have an impact upon the City.

Issues raised by petitions and joint letters will be investigated and reported back to Council if required.

A table containing all details relevant to current petitions and joint letters is provided in Attachment
1. It includes:

the full text of any petitions or joint letters received;1.

petitions or joint letters still being considered for Council response as pending a final
response along with the date they were received; and

2.

the final complete response to any outstanding petition or joint letter previously tabled
along with the full text of the original petition or joint letter and the date it was responded
to.

3.

Note: On occasions, submissions are received that are addressed to Councillors which
do not qualify as petitions or joint letters under Council’s current Governance Rules.
These are also tabled.
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Petitions and Joint Letters Tabled

Council received one new petition and no joint letters prior to the Council Meeting of 29 November
2021.

The Mayor, Cr Jim Memeti tabled the following petition at the 29 November 2021 Council Meeting:

A petition was received from 238 proponents requesting Greater Dandenong Council revise the
concept design for the children's services, public playground and the cafe and community lounge
in the Dandenong Community Hub. This petition has been forwarded to the relevant Council
Business Unit/s for action.

N.B: Where relevant, a summary of the progress of ongoing change.org petitions and any
other relevant petitions/joint letters/submissions will be provided in the attachment to this
report.

Recommendation

That this report and Attachment be received and noted.

MINUTE 341

Moved by: Cr Eden Foster
Seconded by: Cr Loi Truong

That this report and Attachment be received and noted.

CARRIED
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If the details of the attachment are unclear please contact Governance on 8571 1000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOCUMENTS FOR TABLING 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGES 4 (including cover) 
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2.3 STATUTORY PLANNING APPLICATIONS
2.3.1 Planning Decisions Issued by Planning Minister's Delegate

qA280444File Id:

Director City Planning Design & AmenityResponsible Officer:

Planning Declared Area Delegated Decisions –
October 2021

Attachments:

Report Summary

This report provides Council with an update on the exercise of delegation by Planning Minister's
delegate.

It provides a listing of Town Planning applications that were either decided or closed under delegation
or withdrawn by applicants in October 2021.

It should be noted that where permits and notices of decision to grant permits have been issued,
these applications have been assessed as being generally consistent with the Planning Scheme and
Council’s policies.

Application numbers with a PDA#.01 or similar, are applications making amendments to previously
approved planning permits.

Recommendation

That the items be received and noted.

MINUTE 342

Moved by: Cr Tim Dark
Seconded by: Cr Richard Lim

That the items be received and noted.

CARRIED
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING DECLARED AREA 
DELEGATED DECISIONS  

OCTOBER 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGES 2 (including cover) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If the details of the attachment are unclear please contact Governance on 8571 5235. 
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2.3.2 Planning Delegated Decisions Issued - October 2021

qA280File Id:

Director City Planning Design & AmenityResponsible Officer:

Planning Delegated Decisions Issued – October
2021

Attachments:

Report Summary

This report provides Council with an update on the exercise of delegation by Council officers.

It provides a listing of Town Planning applications that were either decided or closed under delegation
or withdrawn by applicants in October 2021.

It should be noted that where permits and notices of decision to grant permits have been issued,
these applications have been assessed as being generally consistent with the Planning Scheme and
Council’s policies.

Application numbers with a PLA#, PLN#.01 or similar, are applications making amendments to
previously approved planning permits.

The annotation ‘SPEAR’ (Streamlined Planning through Electronic Applications and Referrals) identifies
where an application has been submitted electronically. SPEAR allows users to process planning
permits and subdivision applications online.

Recommendation

That the items be received and noted.

MINUTE 343

Moved by: Cr Rhonda Garad
Seconded by: Cr Eden Foster

That the items be received and noted.

CARRIED
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3 QUESTION TIME - PUBLIC
Question
Silvia Mastrogiovanni, Dandenong

The answer to my question at the last Council meeting seemed to be that Council is choosing to keep
Council meetings closed to the public because they can. However, given that since 18 November
2021, all restrictions have been removed from almost all indoor settings, particularly much higher risk
settings like restaurants where there are no density limits anymore and no masks required, how can
Council really justify closing Council meetings to the public? Why not introduce sensible constraints
to allow a certain number of members of the public to attend?

Response
Lisa Roberts, Manager Governance

Council is choosing to keep members of the public physically outside of Council meetings for the
remainder of 2021 but it is also reminding them at every opportunity to watch the live webcast. This
is for a number of reasons. Unfortunately, the infection rate in Greater Dandenong is still quite high
even though the vaccination rate is increasing. There remains too many unvaccinated people who
could interact with others unless we exercise the highest level of caution. Risks for people in public
places remain and we have structured attendance levels at this venue to maintain an optimal level
of safety particularly in this period immediately after lockdown. When vaccination levels improve and
when densities can safely increase, we will have no hesitation in allowing more people to attend. In
the meantime, the safety of those who must attend such as our elected representatives, staff and of
course any members of the public is at the forefront of our response. Council is testing a number of
risk control measures at both Councillor Briefing Sessions and Council meetings until the end of the
year to decide on the most effective method of keeping everyone safe particularly those who might
be more susceptible to contracting the virus. Directions for open Council facilities do not yet specify
Council meetings and only include essential Council facilities and services. Council is hopeful that
further clear directions will be issued by the State Government that outline a clear path in coming
together indoors in the Council meeting environment for all participants regardless of their vaccination
status. We appreciate the public's patience while we undertake further risk control measures over
the remainder of this year and await further directions from the State Government.

Question
Matthew Kirwan, Noble Park

In relation to Agenda Item 4.1.1 – Q1 Quarterly Performance report, I have a two-part question. (a)
Regarding action “Complete and execute outstanding and new Joint Use Agreements between the
Department of Education and the City of Greater Dandenong (p.45)”, what is the nature of the Joint
Use Agreements with Keysborough College Acacia and Banksia campuses; what is the community
benefit obtained and how is that communicated to the public? Using the Chandler Community Centre
as an example back in the 1980s, the concept of it as a community centre for Keysborough residents
was clear but now there is little broader resident consciousness about it. It is seen as just a school
building for hire.
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(b) Regarding action “Implement the year two actions of the Make Your Move Greater Dandenong
Physical Activity Strategy to improve health outcomes for our diverse and multicultural community
(p.45)”, when is the informal recreation plan that was consulted on earlier this year going to be publicly
available?

Response
Tilla Buden, Acting Director Community Services

I will start with Part (a). The Keysborough College Acacia and Banksia campuses Joint Use Agreements
have been in place for many of years allowing Council to allocate the playing fields for cricket each
summer. Officers are working with the Department of Education to develop new agreements to
ensure ongoing community access. The joint use of these spaces for the community provides
additional opportunities to improve participation and access to sport and recreation activities.

For Part (b), the draft informal recreation infrastructure plan is going to support the implementation
of theMake Your MoveGreater Dandenong Physical Activity Strategy and also the Greater Dandenong
Open Space Strategy. Consultation was conducted earlier this year on existing informal recreational
infrastructure usage and what infrastructure the community would like to see more of in the future.
Feedback from this consultation will guide future planning and provision of informal outdoor community
infrastructure as open space upgrades are planned. Further updates on this work will be provided
to the community in the new year.

Question
Matthew Kirwan, Noble Park

I have heard a lot of residents complain in recent weeks about overgrown grass in parks. The fact
that grass is growing quicker is likely due to climate conditions. Is Council considering changing their
mowing frequency to take account of different weather conditions and in particular, the impacts of
climate change and if not, why not?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

Council have faced a number of issues and concerns from our community. Essentially, I can advise
that staff are now mowing Saturdays and Sundays as well as options to start early and work late.
The mowing of high-profile parks has been prioritised and we are now on a three-week cycle for
Dandenong Park, Keysborough South and other prominent parks and they are beginning to present
well. Sports grounds have been double cut this week for the first time in several weeks. The
application of growth inhibitors and double cuts moving forward will be presented well within the next
fortnight. We have increased mowing frequencies for our roadside mowing contract to a three week
cycle which includes main roads such as Cheltenham Road, Princes Highway and Springvale Road
and this program is also starting to present well. We have increased mowing frequencies with our
maintenance contracts for Somerfield and Djerring Trail. We believe that with weather like today, all
of the parks should start drying out start to become accessible for our mowing machines.
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I have asked the relevant teams to present to myself, Executive Management Team and Councillors
at a Councillor Briefing Session. We may hold a 101 session early in the new year perhaps around
March, to highlight what we have regarding the impact of the recent wet and warm weather and what
that might do with regards to implications on ongoing budgets. We need to observe what is working
today, what is working for the next couple of months and report that back to Council. If that means
that we need to tweak our program, tweak our budgets as we go through what we have at the moment
which is El Nina, then we can certainly put that to Council for some further consideration.
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4 OFFICERS' REPORTS - PART TWO
4.1 POLICY AND STRATEGY
4.1.1 Q1 Quarterly Performance Report

A8209332File Id:

ExecutiveManager Communications &Customer
Service

Responsible Officer:

Quarterly Performance Report 1 July – 30
September 2021

Attachments:

1. Report Summary

This report details Council’s progress for the period 1 July to 30 September 2021 against performance
targets outlined in the Council Plan 2021-25.

2. Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that Council notes the achievements against the Council Plan indicators for
the period ending 30 September 2021.
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3. Background

Council formally adopted the Council Plan 2021-25 and Annual Plan 2021-22 on Monday 25 October
2021.

The Council Plan 2021-25 outlines the vision and objectives of the current Council over the four years
of its term in office. This document guides service delivery, innovation and good governance, and
provides the foundation for the corporate planning framework for all business activities. The Council
Plan also guides the budget, service delivery priorities and the continuous improvement of our services.

The Council Plan 2021-25 is made available to residents through the Customer Service Centres,
libraries and on Council’s website at www.greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au

Progress against performance targets for the period 1 July to 30 September 2021 is outlined in
Attachment 1 of this report.

Performance highlights against the Council Plan strategic objectives include:

A socially connected, safe and healthy city

Four online workshops were delivered for volunteers and an additional four volunteer training
sessions have been held with 50 participants.
Council has continued its involvement and promotion of healthy eating and active living initiatives
through the South East Food and Nutrition Network, Healthy Sports Club program and South
East Health Prevention Leadership Group.
Council's Public Space CCTV system and program are being maintained in accordance with all
policies, procedures and agreements.
The design team for the Keysborough South Community Hub are currently preparing the Round
2 submission for the Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA) review process. The progress
of the Construction Tender Package is 75 per cent.
Family Services have engaged 47 families and 103 children, providing a total 2834.05 contact
hours of support.
200 families enrolled in the 20 supported playgroups.
The Community Gardens on Council Owned Public Open Space Policy and the Community
Gardens on Council Owned Public Open Space Guidelines were adopted by Council at the 13
September 2021 Council meeting.

A city that respects and celebrates diversity, our history and the arts

The Local Government Mayoral Taskforce Supporting People Seeking Asylumwelcomed Casey
Council as the tenth member of the Executive. The Mayoral Taskforce is now a 36 member
strong coalition of Councils banding together to advocate for people seeking asylum.
Two artists were commissioned to develop work for the HOME 2022 exhibition.
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The Children's Festival and Little Day Out (rebranded as the Little Night In) were both successfully
delivered online, with an audience satisfaction rate of 90 per cent, up from 75 per cent the
previous year.
25 events took place at the Drum Theatre including 11 live performances, 1 digital performance
and 13 other events (rehearsals and workshops) for 1,479 people.

A city of accessible, vibrant centres and neighbourhoods

Stage 1 of the Mills Reserve precinct plan is complete. Stage 2, the development of the master
plan, is underway and on track.
Council in partnership with a local philanthropist and WAYSS will support the construction of
3-5 units for women and families affected by family violence. Council approval has been provided
to purchase land and investigations continue re locating a suitable block.
Two webinars were provided to assist tourism operators survive and manage the impacts of
COVID-19.
Council officers are working with the Department of Transport to assist with the installation of
new bus stops in Keysborough for the new 816 bus route.
Final preparations and service approvals for Stage 1 of the Abbotts Rd widening (between
Remington Dr and National Dr) were resolved. Early construction works are expected to
commence in November.

A green city committed to a sustainable future

Development of the Climate Change Community Engagement and Mobilisation Plan has
commenced.
The priority tasks for the implementation of the Climate Emergency Strategy are a program of
Council staff and Councillor climate change awareness training, development of a Community
Engagement andMobilisation Plan, and capacity building of Council's internal Climate Emergency
Implementation Group.
Planning for the 2022 Forever Fest (Sustainability Festival) has commenced, with the festival
scheduled to occur in April 2022.
Ross Reserve all abilities playground opened in September.
The Urban Forest Strategy 2021-28 was adopted by Council at its meeting on 27 September.

A city that supports entrepreneurship, quality education and employment outcomes

Since its launch in 2020, the ‘This is IT’ Schools program has donated approximately 250 laptops
to local schools and other charitable education organisations.
Youth and Family Services facilitated a range of online programs with 670 contacts to build
young people's leadership capacity and enhance community participation.
As part of the Community Revitalisation and One Per Cent projects Council played the critical
role of brokerage in providing digital technology during lockdown enabling jobseekers to study
and continue job-seeking.
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Business, digital literacy, learning help for adults, Citizenship, Conversation buddies,
DandEreaders, Coffee Club and ABS Census sessions were delivered online through Library
Services.
Information was regularly shared with 17,000 businesses on EDU's database, via monthly e
newsletter quarterly Talking Business magazine.

A Council that demonstrates leadership and a commitment to investing in the community

Council has successfully employed three Business COVID Support Project officers and as at
the end of the quarter 768 businesses have been directly engaged.
Council is currently coordinating a summer heatwave plan consistent with the southern
metropolitan regional plan.
Delivery of a communications program to enhance digital literacy has commenced.
Works are underway to expand the parking sensor coverage to the Springvale central activity
area, with installation expected to occur early in the new year.
A new Self-Assessment Climate Change Tool has been developed for the Capital Improvement
Project bid process within Council.
Council's 10 year Long Term Financial Plan satisfied the requirements of the Local Government
Act 2020 and was adopted by Council at its meeting on 25 October 2021.

4. Proposal

That Council notes the progress against performance targets outlined in the Council Plan 2021-25
for the period 1 July to 30 September 2021.

5. Financial Implications

The financial position of the Council will be monitored against the approved Amended Budget to
ensure that Council achieves its financial goals.

6. Consultation

The Chief Executive Officer, Directors and staff responsible for reporting were consulted. Council’s
Finance Department has prepared the financial statements and all other attachments with feedback
from Business Unit Managers.

7. Community Vision 2040 and Council Plan 2021-25 – Strategic Objectives, Strategies
and Plans
Community Vision 2040

This report is consistent with the Community Vision 2040 and its accompanying principles:

Safe and peaceful community
Education, training, entrepreneurship and employment opportunities
Sustainable environment
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Embrace diversity and multiculturalism
Mind, Body and Spirit
Art and Culture

8. Council Plan 2021-25

The Council Plan describes the kind of future the Council is working for, and how Council will do this
over four years. This report is consistent with the following strategic objectives:

A socially connected, safe and healthy city
A city that respects and celebrates diversity, our history and the arts
A city of accessible, vibrant centres and neighbourhoods
A green city committed to a sustainable future
A city that supports entrepreneurship, quality education and employment outcomes
A Council that demonstrates leadership and a commitment to investing in the community

9. The Overarching Governance Principles of the Local Government Act 2020

Section 9 of the Local Government Act 2020 states that a Council must in the performance of its role
give effect to the overarching governance principles.

This report addresses the following principles:

a. the municipal community is to be engaged in strategic planning and strategic decision making;
b. the transparency of Council decisions, actions and information is to be ensured.

And also takes into account the following supporting principles:

a. the community engagement principles (section 56);
b. the public transparency principles (section 58);
c. the strategic planning principles (section 89);
d. the financial management principles (section 101);
e. the service performance principles (section 106).

The Quarterly Performance Report provides details on Council’s progress against its key strategic
objectives to ensure accountability and transparency of its actions.

10. Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities

Council, Councillors and members of Council staff are a public authority under the Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 and, as such, are all responsible to act in accordance with the
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities 2006 (the Charter).

All matters relevant to the Victorian Human Rights Charter have been considered in the preparation
of this report and are consistent with the standards set by the Charter.
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11. The Gender Equality Act 2020

The Gender Equality Act 2020 came into operation on 31 March 2021 and requires councils to take
positive action towards achieving workplace gender equality and to promote gender equality in their
policies, programs and services.

The content/topic/issue (of this report) is purely administrative in nature and does not benefit any one
gender group over any other. The Council Plan itself was the subject of a Gender Impact Assessment
and all strategic objectives and key priorities were developed to ensure that all genders were

12. Consideration of Climate Change and Sustainability

One of the overarching governance principles of the Local Government Act 2020 is that the economic,
social and environmental sustainability of the municipal district, including mitigation and planning for
climate change risks, is to be promoted.

In January 2020, this Council joined a growing number of cities around Australia and declared a
“Climate and Ecological Emergency” and committed this Council to emergency action on climate
change. Council has developed a Climate Change Emergency Strategy and Action Plan 2020-30 to
help the City of Greater Dandenong become a resilient, net zero carbon emission city with an active
community prepared for the challenges of changing climate.

This report outlines progress against some of Council’s overarching climate change and sustainability
actions for 2021-22. The Council Plan highlights key activities which impact Council’s Declaration on
a Climate and Ecological Emergency, Council’s Climate Change Emergency Strategy 2020-2030
and the requirements of the Local Government Act 2020.

13. Related Council Policies, Strategies or Frameworks

This report forms part of Council’s Integrated Planning Framework.

14. Conclusion

Greater Dandenong City Council provides a performance report against organisational objectives on
a quarterly basis. The reporting procedures and systems in place provide Councillors and the
community with the opportunity to monitor progress against Council Plan Indicators. This ensures
that all resources are managed effectively and accountably.

15. Recommendation

That Council notes the progress against the performance targets outlined in the Council Plan
2021-25 for the period 1 July to 30 September 2021.

8388

MONDAY, 29 NOVEMBER 2021City of Greater Dandenong

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES

4.1.1 Q1 Quarterly Performance Report (Cont.)



MINUTE 344

Moved by: Cr Rhonda Garad
Seconded by: Cr Richard Lim

That Council notes the progress against the performance targets outlined in the Council Plan
2021-25 for the period 1 July to 30 September 2021.

CARRIED
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If the details of the attachment are unclear please contact Governance on 8571 5235 

POLICY AND STRATEGY 
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4.1.2 Procurement Policy

File Id:

Manager People, Culture and InnovationResponsible Officer:

Procurement PolicyAttachments:

1. Report Summary

Council policies are in place to ensure accordance with relevant legislation, regulations, and best
practices. They provide a consistent approach to Council’s operational requirements and promote
accountability and transparency of Council decisions and actions. This Procurement Policy is a
collaborative work of the Councils in the South East Metro Regional Procurement Excellence Network
(SEMRPEN) and in consultation with numerous Victorian Councils to ensure all requirements and
expectations of the Local Government Act 2020 are appropriately considered and addressed.

Council previously adopted its Procurement Policy in November 2019 and the Policy now requires
review. The revised Policy is now submitted to Council for readoption.

2. Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that the Procurement Policy be readopted as per Attachment 1.
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3. Background

Essentially, policies developed by Council are aimed at ensuring good governance and decision-making
processes, as well as the effective and efficient management of community resources and the
day-to-day business of Council. They help govern how Council operates and provide a clear set of
principles that provide a definite direction for Council.

Each policy is developed in order to address specific matters and objectives as outlined in the Council
Plan 2021-25 or as required by legislation. Policies promote consistency across the organisation and
enable the community to be familiar with the principles behind administrative and council decisions.

Existing council policies are subject to an ongoing review process to ensure they remain up-to-date
and comply with current legislation. Policies should be reviewed and updated if legislation requires
it; or when Council’s functions, structure or activities change; or when technological advances or new
systems are implemented.

Council policies should be read in conjunction with any related legislation, relevant internal policies,
codes of practice or guidelines. A Council policy is automatically revoked upon readoption of the
latest version of that policy.

Policies that are superseded or superfluous to Council’s needs require formal abolition by Council.

4. Proposal

It is proposed that the Procurement Policy be readopted by Council noting that the revised policy is
a collaborative effort ensuring consistent procurement practices across the South East Region. Some
of the key changes include:

Changes to the Procurement thresholds in Appendix 1.
Guidance on undertaking collaborative procurement.
The inclusion of Key Performance Indicators for enhanced reporting and benchmarking of
procurement activities.
The inclusion of an in-kind section to provide more options for sporting clubs and other community
organisations to undertake works.
Significant strengthening of the guidance on Conflict of Interest.

5. Community Plan ‘Imagine 2040’ and Council Plan 2021-25 – Strategic Objectives,
Strategies and Plans

After consultation with the Greater Dandenong community on what kind of future they wanted to see
for themselves and the City in 2040, the result was the Greater Dandenong Community Vision 2040.
This report is consistent with the following community vision and its accompanying principles:
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Community Vision 2040

Education, training, entrepreneurship and employment opportunities
Sustainable environment

6. Council Plan 2021-25

The Council Plan describes the kind of future the Council is working for, and how Council will do this
over four years. This report is consistent with the following goals:

A city that supports entrepreneurship, quality education and employment outcomes
A Council that demonstrates leadership and a commitment to investing in the community

7. Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities

Council, Councillors and members of Council staff are a public authority under the Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 and, as such, are all responsible to act in accordance with the
Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities 2006 (the Charter).

All matters relevant to the Victorian Human Rights Charter have been considered in
the preparation of this report and are consistent with the standards set by the Financial
Implications
8. The Gender Equality Act 2020

Council’s Diversity, Access and Equity Policy and the Gender Equality Act 2020 have been considered
in the preparation of the policy. While it is predominantly administrative in its nature and does not
have the potential to influence broader social norms and gender roles, the policy contains
considerations for all gender groups.

9. Consideration of Climate Change and Sustainability

One of the overarching governance principles of the Local Government Act 2020 is that the economic,
social and environmental sustainability of the municipal district, including mitigation and planning for
climate change risks, is to be promoted.

In January 2020, this Council joined a growing number of cities around Australia and declared a
“Climate and Ecological Emergency” and committed this Council to emergency action on climate
change. Council has developed a Climate Change Emergency Strategy and Action Plan 2020-30 to
help the City of Greater Dandenong become a resilient, net zero carbon emission city with an active
community prepared for the challenges of changing climate.

10. Financial Implications

No financial resources are impacted by this report.
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11. Consultation

Prior to reporting to Council, the Procurement Policy was reviewed and evaluated by the:

Procurement Steering Committee
Audit Advisory Committee

12. Conclusions

A review of the Procurement Policy was conducted and is now presented to Council for readoption.
The principal objective of the review was to ensure that the policy is current with legislative
requirements and remained relevant and up to date.

13. Recommendation

That the Procurement Policy be readopted as per Attachment 1.

MINUTE 345

Moved by: Cr Angela Long
Seconded by: Cr Bob Milkovic

That the Procurement Policy be readopted as per Attachment 1.

CARRIED
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Council recognises procurement is more than a transaction. It can help affect real 
change. Council is a major buyer within the City and across Melbourne’s SE region. 
As such, it has a social responsibility to ensure its procurement adds to community 
wealth building and economic development. Namely, that it assists drive down 
inequality and increase the quality of living for our community. 

 

 

1. Definitions and Abbreviations 
 

Best Practice As defined in the Local Government Best Practice Procurement Guidelines or any 
other document specified by Council. 

Collaborative 
Procurement 
Arrangement  

A contract established by the Council, government or a nominated agent, such as 
Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV), Procurement Australasia (PA), South East 
Regional Group of Councils (SERGC)) or local government entity, for the benefit of 
numerous state, federal and/or local government entities that achieves best value 
by leveraging combined economies of scale.  

Commercial in 
Confidence  

Information that, if released, may prejudice the business dealings or commercial 
interests of Council or another party, e.g. prices, discounts, rebates, profits, 
methodologies and process information, etc. 

Contract Management The process that ensures all parties to a contract fully meet their respective 
obligations as efficiently and effectively as possible, in order to deliver the contract 
objectives and provide Value for Money. 

Council Greater Dandenong City Council. 
Emergency A sudden or unexpected event requiring immediate action including the 

occurrence of a natural disaster, flooding or fire event at a Council property; the 
unforeseen cessation of trading of a core service provider; any other situation 
which is liable to constitute a risk to life or property. 

Local Supplier A commercial business with an operational premise that is physically located 
within the municipal borders of the participating South East Regional Councils or 
performs the majority of their goods/services in this region. 

Material Breach Any breach of this policy that may also represent a breach of legislation such as 
procurement thresholds, fraud or corruption and occupational health and safety. 

Probity Probity is the evidence of ethical behaviour, and can be defined as complete and 
confirmed integrity, uprightness and honesty in a particular process. 
Probity is a defensible process which is able to withstand internal and external 
scrutiny, achieves both accountability and transparency, providing respondents 
with fair and equitable treatment. 

Procurement Procurement is the whole process of acquisition of external goods, services and 
works. This process spans the whole life cycle from initial concept through to the 
end of the useful life of an asset (including disposal) or the end of a service 
contract. It also includes the organisational and governance frameworks that 
underpin the procurement function. 

Reasonably Practicable That which is, or was at a particular time, reasonably able to be done in relation to 
ensuring health and safety, taking into account and weighing up all relevant 
matters. 

South East Regional 
Group of Councils 
(SERGC) 

The 11 Councils comprising the SERGC being the Cities of Bayside, Boroondara, 
Casey, Dandenong, Frankston, Glen Eira, Kingston, Port Phillip, Stonnington and 
Shires of Cardinia and Mornington Peninsula. 
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Total Contract Sum The potential total value of the contract including:  
• costs for the full term of the contract, including any options for either party to 

extend the contract; 
• applicable goods and services tax (GST); 
• anticipated contingency allowances or variations; and 
• all other known, anticipated and reasonably foreseeable costs. 

Value for Money Value for Money in procurement is about selecting the supply of goods, services 
and works taking into account both cost and non-cost factors including: 
• Non-cost factors such as contribution to the advancement of Council’s 

priorities, fitness for purpose, quality, service and support; and  
• Cost-related factors including whole-of-life costs and transaction costs 

associated with acquiring, using, holding, maintaining and disposing of the 
goods, services or works.  

 
2. Purpose 
 
Council purchases goods, services and works to support service delivery and the maintenance and development 
of infrastructure. Council is required under sections 108 and 109 of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act) to 
prepare, adopt and comply with its procurement policy. In accordance with the Act, this policy sets out the key 
principles, processes and procedures applied to all purchases of goods, services and works by Council. 

This policy has been developed collaboratively by the South East Regional Group of Councils (SERGC) with a view 
to facilitating effective collaborative procurement processes consistent with the Act. This policy also 
incorporates content that is specific to the named Council and may differ slightly from that of the other SERGC 
councils and is intended to apply only to procurement practices involving Greater Dandenong City Council. 
 
3. Applicability 
 
This policy applies to all contracting and procurement activities conducted at each Council   and is applicable to 
all Councillors, Council staff and other persons undertaking procurement on Greater Dandenong City Council’s 
behalf. 

It is recognised this will enhance achievement of each Council’s objectives such as sustainable and socially 
responsible procurement, supporting local economies and obtaining value for money, leading to a better result 
in the provision of goods, services and works for the benefit of the community. 

This policy provides direction on the conduct of procurement activities throughout the sourcing, management 
and disposal phases. It also covers the general procurement framework but does not extend to the related 
accounts payable processes.  

Each Council must comply with this Procurement Policy before entering into a contract for the purchase of goods 
or services or the carrying out of works.  
 
4. Guiding Principles 
 
Council's procurement processes are based on the following principles, irrespective of the value and complexity 
of that procurement: 
 
4.1 Strategic Procurement 

Council’s procurement processes will be based on the principles of strategic procurement. Planning for an 
individual procurement exercise will include consideration of collaborative procurement opportunities, access 
to suppliers under existing contracts and analysis of alternative contract models. Guidance and procurement 
planning templates are available from the Contracts Unit  
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4.2 Value for Money  

Council will weigh the benefits of the procurement against the costs necessary for the optimum result for Council 
and the local community. While Council is not required to accept the lowest price, it is required to take into 
account several factors such as quality, cost, warranties, accessibility of the service and other factors relevant 
to both the overall procurement objectives and the Act. 

In terms of the contracting process, value for money requires Council to apply appropriate weighting for quality 
and price with as much transparency as is reasonably achievable. In this context, price should take into account 
the whole life cost of the provision as far as is practicable. 

To achieve value for money for the community, Council will look beyond upfront costs to make purchasing 
decisions based on the entire life cycle of goods and services or works, and take into account related costs, 
environmental/circular economy and social risks and benefits, and broader social and environmental 
implications. 

Council will seek to conduct sustainable procurement through measures including, but not limited to: 

a) adopting any Federal, State or Local Government policies, targets and strategies that avoid unnecessary 
consumption and help to manage demand;  

b) giving consideration to the purchase of goods and infrastructure that can be reused, repaired and recycled, 
and that include recycled content;  

c) giving consideration to the purchase of goods, services or works that benefit local suppliers or social 
enterprises; 

d) minimising environmental impacts over the life of the goods and services by choosing products or services 
that have lower adverse impacts associated with their production, use or disposal; 

e) fostering innovation in sustainable products and services through the design and implementation of 
procurements;  

f) pursuit of fair and ethical sourcing practices that require suppliers to comply with socially responsible 
practices, including legislative obligations to employees. 

Achieving value for money shall be the basis of all procurement decisions within Council. 
 
4.3 Assessing the Evaluation Criteria - Value for Money  

Council’s procurement activities will be carried out on the basis of obtaining value for money consistent with 
acceptable quality, reliability and delivery considerations. 

Value for money in Council procurement is about selecting the supply of goods, services and works taking into 
account both cost and non-cost factors including: 

a) non-cost factors such as contribution to the advancement of Council’s priorities, fitness for purpose, quality, 
social and environmental impacts, service and support; and  

b) cost-related factors including whole-of-life costs and transaction costs associated with acquiring, using, 
holding, maintaining and disposing of the goods, services or works  

Value for money is best achieved by: 

a) developing, implementing and managing procurement strategies that support the co-ordination and 
streamlining of activities throughout the procurement lifecycle; 

b) aggregating purchasing whenever possible; and 
c) undertaking competitive procurement processes. 

The Council may include the following evaluation criteria categories to determine whether a proposed contract 
provides value for money: 

• Mandatory compliance criteria (e.g. ABN registration, OH&S, Fair Work Act); 
• Tendered price; 
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• Capacity and capability of the respondent to provide the goods and/or services and/or works; 
• Demonstration of sustainable procurement impact; and 
• Any other criteria relevant to the goods and/or services and/or works being procured. 
 
5. Council Policy 
 
5.1 Procurement Structure, Processes, Procedures and Systems 

Council maintains a procurement function responsible for: 

a) Maintaining the Procurement Policy and associated guidelines, processes and procedures; 
b) Maintaining appropriate purchasing, procurement and contract management systems and tools; 
c) Providing procurement-related advice and support to the organisation as required; 
d) Building organisational procurement and contract management capability (including delivery of training and 

provision of guidance materials); 
e) Promoting awareness of and monitoring compliance with this Policy;  
f) Ensuring legislation is followed, reporting breaches and corrective actions in a timely manner; and 
g) Collaborating with other councils and organisations to identify best practice in and achieving better value 

from procurement. 
 
Councillors, Council staff and persons undertaking procurement on Council’s behalf are responsible for 
complying with this policy. 

Council will maintain a Procurement and Contracts Guidelines document detailing the processes, procedures and 
systems related to procurement. 

Council will maintain details of contracts entered into. 

Whenever practicable, Council must give effective and substantial preference to contracts for the purchase of 
goods, machinery or material manufactured or produced in Australia or New Zealand. 
 
5.2 Probity, Accountability and Transparency 

All people undertaking procurement activities on Council’s behalf are responsible for the actions and decisions 
they take in relation to procurement and for the resulting outcomes. 

Therefore, the processes by which all procurement activities are conducted will be in accordance with Council’s 
procurement policies, associated policies and procedures as set out in this policy, relevant legislation, relevant 
Australian Standards, commercial law and the Local Government Act 2020.  

Where a third-party agent is engaged to procure goods, services or works on behalf of Council, they must ensure 
they are compliant with the relevant legislation including the Act. 
 
a) Probity 

Council has a responsibility to obtain value for money and this must be achieved by acting with probity. 
Procurement probity is a defensible process, able to withstand internal and external scrutiny, one which 
achieves accountability, transparency and provides tenderers with fair and equitable treatment. Probity is about 
ensuring the procedural integrity of the procurement process, guarding against collusion and fraud and anti-
competitive conduct, and not receiving personal gain. 
 
Council may choose to engage probity services depending on the nature, complexity, risk and value of a 
procurement activity. Please refer to Appendix 9 for further guidance on the engagement of probity services  
 
b) Risk Management  
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The principles of risk management are to be appropriately applied at all stages of procurement activities, which 
will be properly planned and carried out in a manner that will protect and enhance Council’s capability to 
prevent, withstand and recover from personal injury, property damage, reputational loss, financial exposure and 
interruption to the supply of goods, services and works. 

The provision of goods, services and works by a supplier or contractor potentially exposes Council to risk. Council 
will minimise its risk exposure through a number of processes and practices (refer to Appendix 4). 
 
5.3 Procurement Methods  

The standard methods for procurement will be via:  

a) purchasing card;  
b) purchase order; 
c) a quotation process (refer Appendix 1); 
d) a tender process, followed by contract; or 
e) under approved purchasing schemes (Panel contracts).  

 
The source of funds must be identified and the procurement authorised in accordance with Council’s Instrument 
of Financial Delegation, before any commitment to purchase is made.  

More than one person will be involved in, and responsible for, each transaction with appropriate delegations 
obtained and documented.  

Council may seek Expressions of Interest where:  

a) there are likely to be many tenderers; and/or 
b) tendering will be costly, or the procurement is complex and Council does not wish to impose the costs of 

preparing full tenders on all tenderers; and/or 
c) there is uncertainty as to the willingness and/or interest of vendors to offer the required procurement; 

and/or 
d) Council requires advice from the market regarding how best to address a particular need. 

 
All Expressions of Interest and public tenders invited by Council will be published via Council’s eTendering Portal.  

Information regarding current tenders and awarded tenders will be published on Council’s website. 

Panel contracts include Greater Dandenong Council panel contracts, eligible State Government panel contracts 
including the Construction Supplier Register and approved schemes including MAV Procurement and 
Procurement Australasia.  

For procurements where there is an existing panel contract, staff are required to:  

a) obtain the relevant number of quotes from suitable panel members, in line with this policy; 
b) raise a purchase order including the relevant information, e.g. must use VendorPanel process and register 

rules, or internal panels/pre-approved supplier lists. 
 
Council will identify and actively investigate relevant collaborative procurement opportunities, where the 
procurement objectives are focussed on collaborative benefits, and/or shared services that align within the 
public tender thresholds among the SERGC.  
 
5.4 Collaborative Procurement  

In accordance with Section 108(c) of the Act, Council will seek to collaborate with other Councils, especially the 
SERGC and public bodies in the procurement of goods, services and works in order to take advantage of 
economies of scale. 
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Council staff must consider any opportunities for collaborative procurement in relation to a procurement 
process undertaken by Council. Any Council report that recommends entering into a procurement arrangement 
must set out information relating to opportunities for collaborative procurement, including: 

• the nature of those opportunities, if any, and the councils or public bodies with which they are available; and 
• why Council did, or did not, pursue the identified opportunities for collaboration in relation that procurement 

process. 

When proposing to engage in a Collaborative Procurement Arrangement, Council will do so in accordance with 
the following process: 

• a heads of agreement, agency appointment or other similar arrangement (including on a non-binding basis) 
will be established, which among other things, will aim to set out a lead participant to act as each 
participant’s agent in the Collaborative Procurement Arrangement (unless alternative arrangements are set 
out in the heads of agreement/agency appointment); and 

• each of the participants will be able to participate in the Collaborative Procurement Arrangement through a 
contracting model as agreed under the heads of agreement or agency appointment document, which may 
include a model whereby participants enter into a contract using “jump in/opt-in” contract provisions 
during the contract term. 

Each participant of the Collaborative Procurement Arrangement must be involved in: 

• the initial decision to undertake the Collaborative Procurement Arrangement; 
• preparation of, and agreement to, the specifications; 
• ensuring probity for the Collaborative Procurement Arrangement; and 
• the acceptance of the competitive procurement process response(s) and awarding of contract(s). 

Council may collaborate with other Councils to procure goods, services or works, or utilise MAV Procurement, 
State or Commonwealth Government and Procurement Australasia contracts for the procurement of goods, 
services or works established through a public tender process where it provides an advantageous, value for 
money outcome for the Council. 

Where a procurement for services or works is 100% funded by a State or Commonwealth grant it may be exempt 
from collaborative procurement dependant on the nature of the grant conditions.  
 
5.5 Procurement Processes, Thresholds and Competition 

Section 108 of the Act details that each Council will set the public tender threshold circumstances when tenders 
for contracts must be publicly invited. 

Guidelines will be determined from time to time for minimum spend thresholds associated with Council's 
procurement activities. These will be decided by analysing the historical size and complexity of the procurement 
activity and of proposed procurement activities.  

Council will invite tenders, proposals, quotes and expressions of interest from the supply market for goods, 
services, building and construction works in accordance with the thresholds listed in Appendix 1 of this policy to 
ensure compliance with the Act. These thresholds will only be varied with approval from within each particular 
Council. The thresholds must represent the estimated value of the whole term of the contract i.e. the initial term 
plus any options to extend the initial contract term and are to be inclusive of GST. 

The options for a procurement process compliant with the public tendering requirements contained in the Act 
include: 

a) Council running its own publicly advertised tender process, a variety of advertising mediums may be chosen 
from, including national newspapers, local newspapers and web-based forums; 

b) Council participating in collaborative tender processes for similar services in conjunction with other councils, 
including councils in the SERGC; 

c) Council appointing an external agent to run a tender process on its behalf. Organisations such as 
Procurement Australasia and Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) Procurement are active in this area; 
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d) Council accessing Victorian State Government contracts (e.g. State Purchase Contracts, 
Whole-of-Government contracts) that have been made available to Local Government and which Local 
Government can access without the need to comply with the requirements of Division 2 Section 108 (1) of 
the Act; 

e) Council accessing contracts for panels of suppliers where those panels have been put in place through a 
compliant tender process.  For example, these panel contracts may have been put in place through a Council-
run tender process, a tender process run for Council by an external agent or be a Victorian State Government 
panel made available to Local Government; or 

f) seeking an exemption as outlined in section 108 3 (d) of the Act (refer to section 5.10 of this policy). 
 
5.6 Procurement Principles  

Council will apply the following fundamental best practice principles to procurement, irrespective of the value 
and complexity of that procurement: 

• value for money; 
• sustainability (social, economic and environmental); 
• open and fair competition; 
• accountability; 
• risk management; and 
• probity and transparency. 

 
5.7 Tender Evaluation and Negotiation  

Late tenders will not be accepted.  

The tender selection criteria and weighting for each criterion will be documented prior to the requesting of 
tenders.  

An appropriately qualified and briefed evaluation panel will be established to evaluate each tender submission 
against the tender selection criteria.  

External representatives may be part of, or an advisor to, the panel to ensure appropriate skills, experience 
and/or probity.  

The evaluation process must be robust, transparent and unbiased. Each panel member will be required to 
formally declare any conflicts of interest (in line with Greater Dandenong’s City Council’s Conflict of Interest 
Policy), prior to commencing their evaluations. 

A Tender Evaluation and Probity Plan must be developed for all high value and/or high-risk procurements.  

Contract negotiations can be conducted to obtain the best outcome for Council, providing negotiations remain 
within the intent and scope of the tender.  

Council may conduct a shortlisting process. Shortlisted tenderers may be invited by the Council to submit a best 
and final offer  

The results of the tender evaluation and demonstration of the robustness of the process must be documented 
in a tender evaluation report approved by the relevant delegate.  

The tender evaluation process should take into consideration the whole-of-life cost of the goods/services/works. 
 
5.8 Corporate Social Responsibility (Sustainable and Ethical Procurement) 

Council will support sustainability through its purchasing activity and prioritise purchases that minimise waste 
generation and maximise energy efficiency, water conservation and reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 

Value for money purchasing decisions made by Council are made based on whole-of-life cost and non-price 
factors including contribution to Council’s sustainability objectives. 
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Council prefers to purchase sustainable, recycled and environmentally preferred products whenever they 
achieve the same function and value for money outcomes. Council may spend up to ten percent more for 
products that provide environmentally sustainable benefits. 

Council will support products and new industries which provide sustainable and social benefits. 

Council will monitor and report on Council procurement activities and programs that have an impact on or 
contribute to the wellbeing and sustainability of the environment. 
 
5.9 Economic, Environmental and Social Objectives  

Council will seek to advance economic, environmental and social objectives to benefit the community directly 
by purchasing from for-social benefit entities and indirectly by including social clauses in its contracts with 
private sector providers and screening supply chains for ethical considerations.  

Council may apply a preference of up to 10% in the evaluation of proposals that:  

a) are from social enterprises or include social enterprises in their supply chain; and/or  
b) are from Indigenous suppliers or include Indigenous suppliers in their supply chain.  
 
Council will also give regard to the following elements when making procurement decisions:  

1. Economic Sustainability - Council supports local businesses and economic diversity by encouraging 
purchases that:  
• are made from local suppliers and small to medium enterprises;  
• generate local employment; and  
• consider the cost vs. life cycle/durability of purchases.  

 
2. Environmental Sustainability/Circular Economy - Council seeks to make procurement decisions that 

reduce natural resource and biodiversity depletion by promoting:  
• green purchasing (i.e. making purchases that use materials made of recycled content, are energy 

efficient and greenhouse friendly, are from a social enterprise or are second hand/refurbished);  
• reduced greenhouse gas emissions;  
• reduced waste to landfill and the increase of the amount of waste recycled;  
• reduced water consumption and the improvement of water management;  
• improved environmental management in Council’s supply chain;  
• the selection of products/services that have minimal effect on the depletion of natural resources and 

biodiversity; and  
• improved adaptability to climate change.  

 
3. Social Sustainability - Council seeks to address disadvantage by encouraging diversity, acceptance, 

fairness, compassion, inclusiveness and access for people of all abilities in its purchasing by seeking to:   
• create new jobs and opportunities for people who may be struggling to find work;  
• target cohorts that may be experiencing economic exclusion;  
• reinvigorate depressed or marginalised communities; and  
• improve equity of access to opportunities. 

 
As part of its corporate social responsibility objectives and to achieve the objectives of Council strategies 
and plans, a minimum tender weighting of 15% for socially responsible procurement will be applied to all 
tenders.  Socially responsible procurement is procurement that has the most positive environmental, social, 
economic impacts possible across the entire life cycle and that strives to minimise adverse impacts. 

 

• Social procurement aspects (e.g. social enterprises, fair trade, and social responsibility) 
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• Local economic development and employment aspects (e.g. businesses operating in the 
municipality, or have a presence in the municipality, employing staff from the municipality) 

• Environmental and sustainability aspects (use of recycled materials, innovation to reduce wastage 
or use sustainable materials such as crushed concrete, disposal of waste, reduced water use, 
reduced carbon emissions and reduced pollution etc.) 

 

Not all three sub-criteria will be applied to all categories equally, it will be determined at the pre-planning 
stage after consideration of relevant Council strategies and plans and in consultation with the Contracts 
Unit and approved by the relevant Director. 
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5.10 Exemptions and Breaches 

The following circumstances are exempt from the general tender, proposal, quotation and expression of interest 
requirements. Use of any exemption must be endorsed in accordance with the current Instrument of Financial 
Delegations.  
 

Exemption Name Explanation, Limitations, Responsibilities and Approvals 

A contract made because of 
genuine emergency or 
hardship 

Where Council has resolved that the contract must be entered into because 
of an emergency event (e.g. to provide immediate response to a natural 
disaster) or where the Victorian Government has declared a State of 
Emergency. 

A contract made with, or a 
purchase from a contract 
made by another government 
entity, government-owned 
entity or other approved third 
party 

This general exemption allows engagements with another government 
entity or government owned entity. For example, Federal, State or Local 
Government or an entity owned by the Federal, State or Local Government. 

Contracts and arrangements established by another government entity, 
local authority or local government group purchasing scheme, Municipal 
Association of Victoria (MAV) or National Procurement network members 
(e.g. Local Buy), Procurement Australasia (PA). 

Exemption from public 
tendering 

Where the contract is entered into in accordance with arrangements 
approved by the Minister and where Council must demonstrate to the 
Minister for Local Government that it is not a viable option to undertake a 
public tender. 

Extension of contracts while 
Council is conducting a 
market tender 

Allows Council to extend an existing contract where the procurement 
process to replace the contract has commenced, and where the tender 
process or negotiations will take or have taken longer than expected. 

This exemption may be used when the establishment of an interim short-
term arrangement is considered not to be in the public interest, as it may 
be cost prohibitive and/or present a risk in the delivery of critical public 
services to the municipality. 

Professional services 
unsuitable for tendering 

Legal Services. 

Insurance. 

Novated contracts Where the initial contract was entered into in compliance with the Act and 
due diligence has been undertaken in respect to the new party. 

Information technology 
resellers and software 
developers 

Allows Council to renew software licenses and maintenance and support, 
or upgrade existing systems, (where a public tender was completed for the 
original contract) and there is only one incumbent supplier of the software, 
who holds the intellectual property rights to the software. 

Utility companies When utility authorities are required to undertake work on their assets. 

Regional waste management 
groups  

Situations where a regional waste management group constituted under 
section 50F of the Environment Protection Act 1970 had already conducted 
a public tender for and on behalf of its member councils. 

Operating Leases Where a lessor leases an asset (generally a vehicle or plant and equipment) 
to the Council and assumes the residual value risk of the vehicle. 
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Exemption Name Explanation, Limitations, Responsibilities and Approvals 

Variations under contract Where a variation occurs, the delegation is not defined by the value of the 
variation, but by the value of the whole contract. An officer with a sub-
delegation from the Chief Executive Officer or Council may vary a contract 
to the limit in the Instrument of Sub-Delegation. 

Approved budget must be available for all variations. 

Contract over expenditure Variation above the approved contract value is deemed a contract over 
expenditure. Any variation, single or cumulative, that exceeds the public 
tender threshold or 10% of the original contract value is subject to a council 
resolution.  An officer with a sub-delegation from the Chief Executive 
Officer or Council may vary a contract to the limit to the public tender 
threshold or 10% of the original contract value. 

Other specific Council 
exemptions 

Defined in Appendix 4. 

Specific Council exemptions will be reviewed and updated from time to 
time.  

 
Spend breaches will be reported to Council’s Executive Management Team on a quarterly basis as part of a 
Procurement Update and the Contracts Unit is to sign off on the deviations to say they meet value for money 
principles. 

Emergency events and post-emergency procurement should meet all requirements of the Disaster Recovery 
Funding Arrangements. In addition, the value for money principles will still be applicable.  

Where Council expenditure is funded from State or Federal Government grant monies the requirement to 
comply with Division 2, Section 108 of the Act remains unless there are grant conditions which provide 
alternative arrangements. 

Should the nature of the requirement and the characteristics of the market be such that it is considered a public 
tender process is not possible, an exemption as outlined in Section 108(3)(d) may be sought from Council. 

If a state of emergency/disaster/pandemic event is in place within Victoria, this exemption can be approved by 
the Chief Executive Officer. 
 
5.11 Sole or Select Sourcing  

Supply of goods, services or works can be sought from one supplier (sole sourcing) or a restricted group of 
suppliers (select sourcing) without tenders, expressions of interest, proposals or quotes where it is consistent 
with this policy and either: 

a) is in the public interest; or 
b) the marketplace is restricted by statement of license or third-party ownership of an asset (including when 

utility authorities are required to undertake work on their assets); or 
c) Council is party to a joint arrangement where Council jointly owns the intellectual property with a third-party 

provider. 

If there is a current procurement or disposal process in place, that process must be terminated prior to sole 
sourcing being implemented. 

Sole or select sourcing is subject to existing financial delegations.  
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6. Relevant Legislation, Policy and other Documents 
 
Council’s procurement activities shall be carried out to the professional standards in accordance with best 
practice and in compliance with the Act and applicable policies and procedures including Codes of Conduct for 
Councillors, Council staff and others.  

Compliance will be monitored by Council’s Contracts Unit and minor issues will be appropriately addressed by 
Council staff in leadership positions. Where required, serious compliance issues will be reported to the Audit 
and Risk Committee and Council. 

The Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities has been considered in the preparation of this policy.  

Council’s Diversity, Access and Equity Policy and the Gender Equality Act 2020 have been considered in the 
preparation of this policy. While it is predominantly administrative in its nature and does not have the potential 
to influence broader social norms and gender roles, this policy contains considerations for all gender groups. 

This policy complies with the overarching principles of the Local Government Act 2020 in that: 

(a) it has been developed in accordance with the relevant law;  
(b) priority has been given to achieving the best outcomes for the municipal community, including future 

generations;  
(c) the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the municipal district, including mitigation and 

planning for climate change risks has been considered and promoted; 
(d) it ensures that innovation and continuous improvement will be pursued;  
(e) collaboration has been sought and undertaken with other Councils, governments and statutory bodies;  
(f) the ongoing financial viability of Council has been considered;  
(g) it ensures that regional, state and national plans and policies are  considered in tender planning and 

decision making; and 
(h) it ensures the transparency of Council decisions, actions and information. 
 
This policy has clear linkages to a range of codes, charters, legislation and Council documents including:  

a) Local Government Act 2020; 
b) Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth) – relevant provisions; 
c) Greater Dandenong City Council Conflict of Interest Policy 
d) Greater Dandenong City Council Procurement Procedures and Guidelines; 
e) Greater Dandenong City Council Purchasing and Accounts Payable Manuals; 
f) Greater Dandenong City Council Councillor Code of Conduct 
g) Greater Dandenong City Council Staff Code of Conduct (including Supplier Code of Conduct); 
h) Greater Dandenong City Council Contract Management Guidelines; 
i) Working with Children Act 2005 and associated regulations; 
j) Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004; and 
k) Australian Standards – relevant provisions. 

 
 

7. Monitoring Review and Audit 
 
The Contracts Unit will monitor procurement activity on an ongoing basis with respect to annual procurement 
activity and compliance with key internal controls. Council is committed to continuous improvement and will 
review this policy in accordance with the requirements of the Act to ensure that it continues to meet its wider 
strategic objectives. 

This policy is subject to amendment at any time if required and is to be reviewed at least once in every four (4) 
year Council term as required by the Act. 
 
Responsible officer: Manager People, Culture And Innovation 

8470

MONDAY, 29 NOVEMBER 2021City of Greater Dandenong

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES

4.1.2 Procurement Policy (Cont.)



 

Procurement Policy Adopted XX Month 2021    15 

Department: People and Procurement 

Approval date: [Insert] 

Approved by: Greater Dandenong City Council 

Review date: June 2025 (for November) 

Expiry date: 31/12/2025 

Version number: 1.0 

 
8. Procurement Policy Enquiries and Contact Details 

For further information on the policy, please contact the individual Council Procurement Teams as detailed in 
the table below. 

Council Email address Phone 

Bayside City Council   

Cardinia Shire Council procurement@cardinia.vic.gov.au 1300 787 624 

Frankston City Council   

Glen Eira City Council   

Greater Dandenong City Council procurement@cgd.vic.gov.au  (03) 8571 1000 

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council procurement@mornpen.vic.gov.au  (03) 5950 1000 

Stonnington City Council procurement@stonnington.vic.gov.au  (03) 8290 1333 
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APPENDICES 
 
All policy requirements contained within these Appendices are only applicable to Greater Dandenong City 
Council. 
 
APPENDIX 1. Council Procurement Thresholds 

Council will invite tenders, proposals, quotes and expressions of interest from the supply market for goods, 
services, building and construction works in accordance with the thresholds listed below: 
 

Procurement 
Threshold (incl. GST) Procurement Methodology 

<$10,000  Obtain at least one written quotation. 
$10,001 - $100,000  At least two written quotations are to be invited from suppliers who are considered 

able to meet the requirements. 
 Where only one quotation is received from those invited, Value for Money must be 

demonstrated. 
 When seeking and/or evaluating quotes, preference will be applied to local suppliers 

and a minimum of one local supplier must be invited, depending on availability or 
local suppliers. 

$100,001 - $300,000  Obtain a Contract Number. 
 Undertake a formal Request for Quotation process by following the process within 

Council’s eTendering Portal. 
 Where only one quotation is received from those invited, Value for Money must be 

demonstrated. 
 When seeking and/or evaluating quotes, preference will be applied to local suppliers 

and a minimum of one local supplier must be invited, depending on availability or 
local suppliers. 

>$300,000  Obtain a Contract Number. 
 A formal Request for Tender process must be undertaken by Council’s Contract’s 

Unit using Council’s eTendering Portal. 
 
Procurement transactions will not be split to circumvent the above thresholds, this includes cumulative 
expenditure over a (12) month period. Obtaining sufficient quotations can sometimes be difficult, e.g. if there are 
few suppliers for the goods, services or building and construction works being sought, or where the work is highly 
specialised. In such cases an Exemption from Procurement Process Form will be required to waive the 
requirement to request three quotations. 
 
APPENDIX 2. Council Performance Indicators 

Council will seek to improve its procurement performance by capturing and analysing data on key performance 
indicators including: 

• extent of contracts delivered on time and on budget; 
• new collaborative procurement contracts; 
• new preferred supplier (panel) contracts; 
• the number of Local Businesses engaged and proportion of local spend; 
• value of savings and benefits achieved; 
• level of compliance with the Procurement Policy; 
• annual spend on sustainable goods and services; and 
• the return on procurement investment. 

A memorandum detailing actual performance against these indicators will be presented annually to Council’s 
Audit & Risk Committee. 
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APPENDIX 3. Council Specific Exemptions 

Council has not determined any additional general exemptions to the public tender threshold beyond those 
detailed in section 5.3 of this policy. 
 
The Chief Executive Officer may approve ad-hoc exemptions in exceptional circumstances where it can be 
demonstrated that it is in the best interests of the community to do so and must include an assessment the 
expenditure represents value for money .  
 
The public tender threshold and related exemptions also apply to collaborative procurements. 
 
APPENDIX 4. Council Risk Management 

Council shall have in place consistent strategies for managing risks associated with all procurement processes. 
 

a) providing sufficient planning and lead-time for procurement preparation and consideration;  
b) using appropriate Council standard-form contracts provided by Council’s Contracts Unit which include 

current, relevant clauses to mitigate risk to Council;  
c) all contract departures will be reviewed and negotiated by Council’s Counsel prior to the award of the 

contract. Copies of all communication between Council’s Counsel and the preferred contractor or supplier 
will be saved in Council’s Electronic Document and Records Management System (Objective) as evidence 
of review and approval of non-standard contracts; 

d) Council’s Counsel will review all non-standard contracts, as well as standard contracts that have agreed 
departures included, prior to the contract being disseminated for execution; 

e) requiring security deposits where appropriate; 
f) referring specifications to relevant experts; 
g) all Contracts must be executed and a copy provided to the Contracts Unit before allowing the 

commencement of procurement of any goods, services or work;  
h) ongoing and timely Contract management; and 
i) effectively managing the contract including monitoring and enforcing performance. 
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APPENDIX 5. Conflict of Interest 

Councillors and Council staff shall at all times avoid situations which may give rise to an actual or perceived 
conflict of interest. A conflict of interest may be a ‘general’ or a ‘material’ conflict of interest.  
 
A Councillor or a member of Council staff (relevant person) has a general conflict of interest in a matter if an 
impartial, fair-minded person would consider that the person's private interests could result in that person 
acting in a manner that is contrary to their public duty.  
 
A relevant person has a material conflict of interest in a matter if an affected person would gain a benefit or 
suffer a loss depending on the outcome of the matter. The benefit or loss may be direct or indirect and pecuniary 
or non-pecuniary. Affected persons include, among others, the member of Council Staff and their family 
members.  
 
Council staff involved in the procurement process, however remotely, in particular those preparing tender 
documentation, writing tender specifications, opening tenders, participating in tender evaluation panels, 
preparing a recommendation report; and Councillors and Council staff awarding tenders must:  
 
• comply with Greater Dandenong City Council’s Conflict of Interest Policy; 

• Avoid conflicts of interest wherever possible, whether material or general or actual, potential or 
perceived;  

• Declare when they do not have a conflict of interest in respect of the procurement process. All relevant 
persons participating in tender processes must complete a probity declaration. All relevant persons 
participating in tender evaluation panels must complete a Conflict of Interest declaration and provide it to 
the Governance Unit. All relevant persons must declare any actual or perceived conflicts in line with 
Council’s internal processes for reporting conflicts of interest; and  

• Observe prevailing Council and Government guidelines on how to prevent or deal with conflict of interest 
situations and not take advantage of any tender related information whether or not for personal gain.  

 

APPENDIX 6. Disclosure of Information 

Commercial in Confidence information received by the Council must not be disclosed and is to be stored in a 
secure location.  
 
Councillors and Council staff must take all reasonable measures to maintain confidentiality of: 
  

• Information disclosed by organisations in tenders, quotations or during tender negotiations; and 
• Commercial in Confidence information.  

 
Breaches of confidentiality will be dealt with in accordance with the Local Government Act 2020. 
 
Councillors and Council staff are to avoid references to current or proposed contracts in discussion with 
acquaintances or outside interests.  
 
Discussion with potential suppliers during tender evaluations should not go beyond the extent necessary to 
resolve doubt on what is being offered by that supplier.  
 
At no stage should any discussion be entered into which could improperly influence the procurement process 
or negotiation of a contract prior to the contract approval process being finalised, other than authorised pre-
contract negotiations. 
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APPENDIX 7. Council Sustainable Procurement 

Council commits to applying principles of sustainability to all of its decision-making and activities. In addition, 
Council applies sound contracting principles to its procurement activity. The following economic, environmental 
and social objectives have been determined in line with these principles. 

Area Principles Objectives 

Economic Council is committed to procurement that 
supports local business and economic 
diversity in the SERGC. Where practicable 
and applicable, Council will actively seek 
quotes and tenders from local businesses in 
the SERGC whilst ensuring value for money 
outcomes. 
 
Council’s economic procurement will be 
underpinned by the following principles: 
• Ensuring open and effective 

competition and development of 
competitive local business and 
industry; 

• Fostering innovation and emerging 
sectors; and 

• Where practicable Council will give 
preference to goods manufactured or 
produced in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

 
Note: Local in the context of this policy 
denotes the municipalities of Bayside, 
Casey, Cardinia, Dandenong, Frankston, 
Glen Eira, Kingston, Mornington Peninsula, 
Port Phillip and Stonnington. 

Council’s economic sustainability 
commitment and approach aims to: 
• Achieve value for money on a 

whole-of-life (including disposal) basis, 
rather than just initial cost; 

• Consider life cycle impacts of products 
purchased; 

• Ensure probity and accountability in the 
procurement process; 

• Commit to source locally; 
• Build relationships with local businesses 

and encourage purchasing from local 
suppliers to help build their capacity 
and 

• Increase local employment. 
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Area Principles Objectives 

Environmental Where applicable, Council will include 
appropriate criteria in request for quotes 
and tenders to deliver environmentally 
preferable outcomes and deliver strategies 
to avoid and reduce waste generation and 
drive energy efficiency. 
To support the achievement of objectives 
and targets within Council’s sustainability 
strategies, Council is committed to minimise 
its impact on the environment by: 
• Purchasing goods, services and 

construction which avoid air, water 
and soil pollution; 

• Minimising natural resource and 
biodiversity depletion;  

• Supporting suppliers to reduce carbon 
emissions in the supply chain; 

• Purchasing environmentally preferred 
goods and services whenever they 
present an acceptable value for money 
outcome and 

• Contributing to sustainable waste 
management (with reference to the 
waste hierarchy and circular economy 
principles). 

Councils environmental sustainability 
commitment and approach aims to: 
• Maximise energy efficiency and 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
contribute towards Council’s carbon 
neutral status; 

• Minimise waste production by: 
- Reduced usage of non-renewable 

resources; and 
- Reduced demand for raw materials 

and natural resources; 
• Promote a market for recycled 

materials and 
• Reduce water consumption and 

activities that impact diversity. 

Social Council is committed to building stronger 
communities and meeting social objectives 
which benefit the community and commits 
to integration of measures in its 
procurement processes and documentation 
which promote improved social outcomes. 
Council’s sustainability strategies will be 
underpinned by: 
• Creation of training and employment 

opportunities for unemployed, 
disadvantaged municipal residents or 
marginalised job seekers; 

• Creation of opportunities for small, 
medium and social enterprises, 
Indigenous and disability employment 
enterprises; 

• Promotion of equity, diversity and 
equal opportunity; and 

• Provision for broad public involvement 
on issues that affect the community 
such as addressing complex local 
challenges such as intergeneration 
employment, crime, vandalism and 
economic decline. 

Councils social sustainability commitment 
and approach aims to: 
• Ensure vendors do not exploit workers 

and provide fair wages, including 
inclusive and sustainable business 
practices; 

• Maintain a social procurement program 
to increase social procurement spend 
across the South Eastern Region; 

• Ensure sourced products are accessible 
by all segments of the community; 

• Increase employment opportunities for 
Indigenous people, disabled people, 
disadvantaged people and long term 
unemployed; 

• Increase gender equity; and 
• Prevent, detect and remove modern 

slavery from Council’s supply chain.  
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APPENDIX 8. In-Kind Contributions 

An in-kind contribution is defined as a donation of goods, materials, services, time or expertise, by a 
community group or club that assists a tenderer to deliver their contractual obligations to Greater 
Dandenong City Council. Where a community group or club wishes to provide an in-kind contribution to a 
Greater Dandenong City Council funded project, and the value of the project is such that Greater Dandenong 
City Council’s policy requires a competitive arrangement, then the community group or club may elect to 
either: 

• tender direct to Greater Dandenong City Council for the entire project (noting that Greater 
Dandenong City Council’s conditions of contract and protocols will apply), or 

• engage with the tenderer(s) for the provision of the in-kind contribution for the project and the 
tenderer submits the Tender to Greater Dandenong City Council. 

In either scenario the tenderer must be capable of performing the work. This would include having the 
required skills, regulatory registrations and financial capacity to undertake the works. The tenderer will be 
assessed on their ability to complete the project to the satisfaction of Greater Dandenong City Council within 
the contract price, and in doing so, will bear total contractual liability for the delivery of the project including 
the in-kind contribution. 

APPENDIX 9. Probity Services  

Recent integrity body reports indicate organisations need to have clear guidance in managing probity during 
procurement process – including the use of Probity Advisors and Probity Auditors.  

To maximise the integrity of procurement, Council may appoint an independent Probity Advisor and / or 
Probity Auditor. The Probity Advisor and Probity Auditor must be independent from Council and must not be 
the same person or organisation. 

Circumstances where a Probity Advisor and / or Probity Auditor must be engaged include procurement with 
an expected value of $5 million or over.    

Other circumstances where a Probity Advisor and / or Probity Auditor must be engaged include procurement 
with an expected value of $1 million, and are: 

a) deemed high risk; or 
b) deemed by the Executive Management Team to be complex or sensitive in nature; or 
c) considered politically sensitive or subject to a high degree of public scrutiny. 

 
Council’s contract initiation forms will provide for the relevant Director to review and recommend the 
appointment of a probity advisor or probity auditor where deemed necessary. 

Further guidance on the engagement for probity services to be provided by the Contracts Unit. 
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4.2 OTHER

4.2.1 Proposal for Creation of United Energy Powerline Easement at 890E Taylors Road,
Dandenong South

A8169609File Id:

Manager GovernanceResponsible Officer:

Council Reserve at 890E Taylors Road,
Dandenong South - Creation of Powerline
Easement Plan and Locality Plan

Attachments:

1. Report Summary

This report addresses a proposal to create an easement for powerline purposes pursuant to section
88 of the Electricity Industry Act 2000 in favour of United Energy across Council’s Reserve at 890E
Taylors Road, Dandenong South more particularly described as Reserve 1 on PS 814223R, Vol
12210 Fol 114 (the Land).

The proposed easement will provide permanent installation of United Energy powerline cabling
infrastructure that will allow for the connection of power to the adjoining property across Council’s
Reserve.

2. Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that Council commences the statutory procedures required under section
114 of the Local Government Act 2020 for the creation of a powerline easement over part of the
Council Reserve (the Land).
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3. Background

United Energy has requested that Council permits the creation of a powerline easement for electricity
distribution purposes pursuant to Section 88 of the Electricity Industry Act 2000 over Council Land.

The proposed easement is located over part of the Council Reserve at 890E Taylors Road, Dandenong
South, more particularly described as Reserve 1 on PS 814223R, Vol 12210 Fol 114 (the Land). The
Land is used for Conservation Reserve purposes.

The creation of easement plan provided in Attachment 1 to this report shows the location of the
proposed powerline easement which will allow for the connection of power from Taylor’s Road, across
Council’s Reserve to the adjoining property. The proposed easement has a total area of 15 square
metres.

The creation of an easement is, in effect, handing over the rights to land to another body or party.
For this reason, the creation of an easement needs to be considered under section 114 of the Local
Government Act 2020 which prescribes what Council must do if it intends to sell or exchange land.

4. Proposal

This report proposes that Council gives public notice of its intention to create a powerline easement
over part of the Land for use by United Energy and that the statutory procedures required under
sections 114 of the Local Government Act 2020 and Council’s Community Engagement Policy are
commenced. This process will include advertising the proposal and inviting public submissions.

After the required advertising and submission process is completed, a further report will be presented
to Council in order to consider any submissions received prior to a decision being made in relation
to the proposed creation of easement.

5. Financial Implications

There are no financial implications associated with this report. Council will not pay any costs associated
with the creation of an easement over the Land as all costs associated with the proposal will be borne
by United Energy. Any works conducted in the easement on Council Land will be reinstated at no
cost to Council.

Valuation advice was provided prior to consideration of this proposal and the loss in value to the Land
which is attributable to the creation of the easement is $375.00 plus GST. This amount will be
reimbursed to Council by United Energy.

6. Consultation

A public consultation process will be commenced as required under section 114 of the Local
Government Act 2020 and in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Policy. A public
notice will be placed on Council’s website and in the local paper circulating in Greater Dandenong.
Interested parties will be given the opportunity to make submissions for a period of 28 days. Any
submissions received will be detailed for consideration in a further report to Council to determine if
it proceeds with the proposal.
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Council departments have been consulted and have contributed to this report. The relevant Council
departments were supportive and offered no objections to the proposed easement.

7. Community Plan ‘Imagine 2030’ and Council Plan 2017-21 – Strategic Objectives,
Strategies and Plans

After consultation with the Greater Dandenong community on what kind of future they wanted to see
for themselves and the City in 2030, the result was the Greater Dandenong Community Plan ‘Imagine
2030’. This report is consistent with the following community visions:

Community Plan ‘Imagine 2030’

Place

Appearance of Places – Places and buildings
Travel and Transport – Easy to get around

8. Council Plan 2017-21

The Council Plan describes the kind of future the Council is working for, and how Council will do this
over four years. This report is consistent with the following goals:

Place

A healthy, liveable and sustainable city
A city planned for the future

9. The Overarching Governance Principles of the Local Government Act 2020

Section 9 of the Local Government Act 2020 states that a Council must in the performance of its role
give effect to the overarching governance principles. This report gives effect to the following overarching
governance principles:

Council decisions have been made and actions taken in accordance with the relevant law;
priority has been given to achieving the best outcomes for the municipal community, including
future generations;
the municipal community will be engaged in the consultation process as required;
collaboration with other Councils, governments and statutory bodies has been sought;
regional, state and national plans and policies have been considered where relevant; and
the transparency of Council decisions, actions and information has been ensured.

10. The Gender Equality Act 2020

The Gender Equality Act 2020 came into operation on 31 March 2021 and requires councils to take
positive action towards achieving workplace gender equality and to promote gender equality in their
policies, programs and services.
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Council’s Diversity, Access and Equity Policy and theGender Equality Act 2020 have been considered
in the preparation of this report but are not relevant to its contents.

The content of this report does not have a direct and significant impact on members of the Greater
Dandenong community therefore a gender impact assessment is not required.

11. Consideration of Climate Change and Sustainability

One of the overarching governance principles of the Local Government Act 2020 is that the economic,
social and environmental sustainability of the municipal district, including mitigation and planning for
climate change risks, is to be promoted.

In January 2020, this Council joined a growing number of cities around Australia and declared a
“Climate and Ecological Emergency” and committed this Council to emergency action on climate
change. Council has developed a Climate Change Emergency Strategy and Action Plan 2020-30 to
help the City of Greater Dandenong become a resilient, net zero carbon emission city with an active
community prepared for the challenges of changing climate.

This report has no impact on Council’s Declaration on a Climate and Ecological Emergency, Council’s
Climate Change Emergency Strategy 2020-2030 or the requirements of the Local Government Act
2020 in relation to the overarching governance principle on climate change and sustainability. Note
that the easement is to be created for a proposed powerline easement that will allow for connection
to the adjoining property across Council’s Reserve.

12. Conclusion

It is considered that the proposal to create a 15 square metre easement at the Council Reserve at
890E Taylors Road, Dandenong South as shown in Attachment 1 will not create a substantial detriment
to the Land or surrounding area.

13. Recommendation

That Council, in relation to a proposal to create a powerline easement over part of the Council
Reserve at 890E Taylors Road, Dandenong South (known as Reserve 1 on PS 814223R, Vol
12210 Fol 114) in favour of United Energy, resolves that:

Council officers commence the statutory processes to create an easement over
part of the Land, in accordance with section 114 of the Local Government Act 2020
and Council’s Community Engagement Policy; and

1.

any submissions received will be detailed for consideration in a further report to
Council to determine if it proceeds with the easement proposal.

2.
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MINUTE 346

Moved by: Cr Rhonda Garad
Seconded by: Cr Angela Long

That Council, in relation to a proposal to create a powerline easement over part of the Council
Reserve at 890E Taylors Road, Dandenong South (known as Reserve 1 on PS 814223R, Vol
12210 Fol 114) in favour of United Energy, resolves that:

Council officers commence the statutory processes to create an easement over
part of the Land, in accordance with section 114 of the Local Government Act 2020
and Council’s Community Engagement Policy; and

1.

any submissions received will be detailed for consideration in a further report to
Council to determine if it proceeds with the easement proposal.

2.

CARRIED
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If the details of the attachment are unclear please contact Governance on 8571 5235. 
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EASEMENT AT 890E TAYLORS ROAD, DANDENONG SOUTH 
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CREATION OF POWERLINE EASEMENT 
PLAN  

AND 
LOCALITY PLAN 
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ATTACHMENT 1 29 November 2021 

 

 Page 1 

Council Reserve at 890E Taylors Road, Dandenong South 
Creation of Powerline Easement Plan 
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ATTACHMENT 1 29 November 2021 

 

 Page 2 

Council Reserve at 890E Taylors Road, Dandenong South 
Locality Plan 
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4.2.2 List of Registered Correspondence to Mayor and Councillors

qA283304File Id:

Manager GovernanceResponsible Officer:

Correspondence Received 8-19 November 2021Attachments:

Report Summary

Subsequent to resolutions made by Council on 11 November 2013 and 25 February 2014 in relation
to a listing of incoming correspondence addressed to the Mayor and Councillors, Attachment 1
provides a list of this correspondence for the period 8-19 November 2021.

Recommendation

That the listed items provided in Attachment 1 for the period 8-19 November 2021 be received
and noted.

MINUTE 347

Moved by: Cr Eden Foster
Seconded by: Cr Richard Lim

That the listed items provided in Attachment 1 for the period 8-19 November 2021 be received
and noted.

CARRIED
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If the details of the attachment are unclear please contact Governance on 8571 5235. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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8-19 NOVEMBER 2021 
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5 NOTICES OF MOTION
Nil.
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6 REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS/DELEGATED MEMBERS AND
COUNCILLORS' QUESTIONS

Comment
Cr Tim Dark

It has certainly been a very, very busy fortnight for not only this Council but also for the community,
particularly as we now come out of COVID lockdowns after such a long time. I have had the pleasure
of attending quite a few events this past weekend.

Question
Cr Tim Dark

One of the highlighted events that I attended was the Noble Park Junior Soccer Club which this
Council has always supported, particularly recently via the Parkfield Master Plan which has received
a significant amount of investment. They were fortunate enough thanks to Football Victoria and with
the lockdowns, to be promoted along with many other soccer clubs in the municipality. I know it is a
significant celebration for a club to move up in rankings and I know historically we have held events
for clubs that have advanced in levels. Can Council write to the clubs that have been successful?
Many other Councils are also aware of several clubs that have been promoted.

This question was noted for further action.

Question
Cr Tim Dark

I also had the pleasure of attending the Springvale and Districts Football Club awards night on
Saturday night and to celebrate the 2021 season. They are now the largest football club in the Southern
District Football League. That is across Glen Iris and Elwood towards Frankston. They are also one
of the largest female sports teams. They now have eight female netball clubs with female football
teams within their club playing both AFL and netball. They advised they have had conversations with
Council regarding the fact they are suffering substantial growing pains. Can we discuss with them
the options available? I am aware Council has allocated $300,000 for the upgrade for the facilities
but there is a large facility there they do not have access to when they are playing their large games.

Response
Tilla Buden, Acting Director Community Services

I will take that question on notice.

Comment
Cr Tim Dark

I also had the pleasure of attending one of the biggest Scout events I have attended in quite a long
time for the local Scouts. This was organised by the Buninyong Rovers who are fundraising for many
of the community events they have been hosting. We travelled to the Yarra Valley with many people
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celebrating the achievements of the Scouts. I want to thank and congratulate the Second Springvale
Scouts on all the work they have done over the last few years and wish them good luck with their
upcoming interstate rally.

Comment
Cr Jim Memeti, Mayor

It is good to see my old football club Springvale District doing well. I played in the Under 15s there
many, many years ago and it is good to see they are going from strength to strength.

Comment
Cr Bob Milkovic

I would like to thank Verne Krastin and Mr Kevin Van Boxtel for organising a meeting at the Brady
Road shops to discuss the outdoor dining furniture. It was a very productive meeting. The shop owners
there, the Chooks on Brady and also Baladi on Brady a Lebanese Bakery shop, are delighted that
there is an opportunity to apply for that so thank you to the team.

Question
Cr Bob Milkovic

I have recently been contacted regarding the late issue of Council rates notices. A resident contacted
me to advise their rates notice was issued on 5 November and stamped by the Post Office on the 25
November 2021. The resident is concerned about the no interest charges for December. Can the
interest waiver be communicated widely to residents, particularly elderly residents so that there is no
panic about missing out on the no interest period?

Response
Michelle Hansen, Executive Manager Finance & Information Technology

Many rate notices are delayed due to Australia Post delivery delays. I will work with the Executive
Manager Communications and Customer Service to better convey communications regarding the
interest waiver period.

Comment
Cr Sophie Tan

These are some of the events I attended in the last two weeks.

On 20 November 2021, I attended the Cambodian Fundraising to assist the local Cambodians affected
by COVID-19 hosted by the Cambodian Association of Victoria. Over $6,000 was raised on the day
so I want to congratulate the Cambodian Association of Victoria and thank them for their generosity
and help. Since the Delta outbreak this year, they have managed to help at least 52 families with
food relief packages. $100 per package per family consisting of rice, noodles, vegetables and fruit.
Congratulations to the Cambodian Association of Victoria and Happy 36th Anniversary.
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On 23 November 2021, I attended the COVID information sessions to discuss how best to support
our older Cambodian community members to become vaccinated. Thank you to Mr Youhorn Chea,
President of the Cambodian Association of Victoria, Ms Mandy Gatliff, Manager Community Care
and Rob Koch, Coordinator of Community Development and Volunteer Services at Monash Health,
for organising the event. Monash Health will be organising a vaccination bus for all the community
groups who do not have transportation so it will assist the elderly to be vaccinated.

I also want to mention the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. The 16
days of activism campaign is about violence against women and starts on 25 November to 10
December 2021. I want to thank Council because although we could not participate in the physical
walk due to COVID restrictions, we managed to participate online. This campaign is also raised to
eliminate violence against girls around the world and it calls for global actions to increase awareness,
to promote advocacy and create opportunities for discussion, challenges and solutions.

Tonight, I want to thank our Business, Engineering and Mayor Projects Directorate for their great
works, especially for the near completion of the $1.17m project on Douglas Street Streetscape upgrade
in Noble Park. This project includes the treatment and functional road changes at Douglas Street and
Leonard Avenue to Stuart Street which will improve the appearance of the streets and identify traffic
and parking issues.

Question
Cr Sophie Tan

Can I have an update on the block of land at the Noble Park Station that is owned by the State
Government? Do you know of any improvements on that yet?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

I will take that question on notice. We last contacted them several months ago so it is probably an
opportune time to ask them what they are doing. The last piece of information we had was that they
had a particular developer in mind. VicTrack had gone through a process but that is probably the
furthest we got to so we will try and get some further information about timing.

Cr Bob Milkovic left the Chamber at 7.26pm.

Question
Cr Sophie Tan

I also wanted to enquire about the block of land at Copas Reserve in Noble Park. I believe an aged
care facility was to be built there but we have not heard anything since.
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Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

I will take that question on notice.

Comment
Cr Richard Lim OAM

On Wednesday 17 November 2021, I attended the Annual General Meeting for the Italian Senior
Citizens Club as a guest speaker.

On Tuesday 25 November 2021, I was the guest speaker at the Cambodian Association of Victoria
meeting with Mrs Mandy Gatliff and Rob Koch who is a Senior Advisor for community engagement
from Monash Health.

On Wednesday 24 November 2021, I was invited by Springvale Neighbourhood Health as a guest
speaker at their Annual General Meeting.

Question
Cr Richard Lim OAM

Can business owners at the Springvale Activity Centre sponsor certain amenities in my Ward? I
understand there are not enough funds for Council to fund all amenities. Some business owners have
raised the issue of upgrading and making our amenities more attractive and more prestigious. Can
business owners sponsor seats and upgrades to stainless steel rubbish bins?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

One of the ways that Council can do that is through a special charge scheme or a special rates
scheme. There are many in other Councils that relate to trader communities or shopping precincts.
The process is guided by an Act of Parliament and is complex. It requires a significant percentage
of traders and owners to support the proposal. It is something that we can investigate. We can
discuss this process early in the new year and if you are still interested we could discuss the matter
at a Councillor Briefing Session. It can take a year and a half and sometimes even longer.
Contributions are required from landowners and/or tenants and they can fund certain things as you
mentioned. They usually also fund promotions and marketing opportunities, but it has to be driven
by a trader association. We can discuss this with the Springvale Asian Business Association (SABA)
to see if they are interested. A trader can contribute a couple of hundred dollars a month towards a
plan that is then adopted by both the Council and the trader group with regards to using those funds
for certain things, whether it be for a festival or marketing or in some cases it can be for physical
infrastructure like seats. We can brief Councillors regarding what it takes in terms of getting it through
Council. I have been involved in many in other municipalities. They do take time and unless you get
that trader support of a significant number, it does not get through.

Cr Bob Milkovic returned to the Chamber at 7.29pm.
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Question
Cr Richard Lim OAM

The second question is relating to private loading zones. I raised this issue previously but nothing
has happened yet. I also emailed the relevant officer and I have not yet received an answer. In the
Springvale Activity Centre, many business people have some issues with their private loading zones.
People sometimes park there all day and stop delivery people entering the loading zones to despatch
their goods. Is there anything that we can do as a Council to monitor the loading zones by issuing
infringement notices to those people that park illegally on the private loading zone and Council can
generate some income from this?

Response
Jamie Thorley, Acting Director City Planning, Design and Amenity

Officers are currently investigating various car parking and access matters within the Springvale
Activity Centre. This work is ongoing and once we have a clearer picture of the potential way forward,
Jody Bosman, Director of City Planning, Design and Amenity, will be in contact with Cr Lim within
the next two weeks to discuss. A potential way forward is for Council to pursue any legislative matters
or means that we have.

Comment
Cr Richard Lim OAM

I want to thank all the Directors and Council officers Mr Brett Jackson, Mr Jim Davine and Paul
Kearsley for helping me in the last couple of weeks regarding many issues in my Ward and other
Wards. Thank you to Matt McNally who oversees the Springvale Boulevard construction and a
Communication Manager. Since the beginning of the construction works, he has regularly kept me
updated on the progress of the Boulevard project.

Cr Lana Formoso left the Chamber at 7.32pm.

Comment
Cr Angela Long

These are some of the events I have attended since my last formal meeting.

On 16 November 2021, I attended the Interfaith Network Combined Schools Gathering via Zoom.

On 18 November 2021, I attended the SEBN showcasing Women in Business via Zoom. The topic
was 'Tame your Inner Critic'.

On 21 November 2021, I attended the book Launch of a very proud Wurundjeri elder, Aunty Pat
Ockwell in Abbotsford. The title of the book is Aunty Pat Ockwell Tells Her Story. Here is a copy of
that book and they are available.
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Cr Angela Long presented a copy of Aunty Pat Ockwell’s book “Aunty Pat Ockwell Tells Her
Story.”

On 23 November 2021, I attended the Board meeting of the Dandenong Market Pty Ltd as Council's
representative where we discussed various items of business, finance, strategy and marketing.

On 24 November 2021, I delivered flowers to Don and Audrey Burgman for their 70th Wedding
Anniversary.

On 26 November 2021, I attended a Teams meeting of the Road Safety Executive. At lunchtime, I
attended the season launch and business and sponsors luncheon for the Dandenong Cricket Club
at Shepley Oval. That night, I attended the TAB Melbourne Cup at Sandown Greyhounds.

Cr Lana Formoso returned to the Chamber at 7.35pm.

Comment
Cr Rhonda Garad

I had the opportunity of meeting with the Keysborough Community Children Centre during the week
who are doing a tremendous job. It is quite incredible to hear that services such as this have
remained open during COVID. Congratulations to this community-led service for the important work
they do in caring for young children and providing a stimulating learning environment, particularly
with the constant challenges of COVID. It is also very pleasing to see the commencement of the
long-awaited Keysborough South bus route. This will reduce traffic and increase travel options for
residents. We do need to see the bus frequency increased to half-hourly and there is an urgent need
for bus shelters. It is unacceptable that many residents, particularly elderly residents, must stand in
the hot sun or in the rain for up to 50 minutes without shelter.

I would also like to take this opportunity to urge people to support a local resident who is doing it
tough. Tommy Hood who is from a well-known local family unfortunately was diagnosed with T-cell
lymphoma. Since the diagnosis, Tommy has been fighting every step of the way through multiple
surgeries, chemo, with many ups and downs that have accompanied his treatment. Melbourne Cable
Park are hosting a huge fundraising event in the park on 11 December. It would be tremendous to
see the community get behind the family and support Tommy and his mum through this really difficult
time. Tommy's Day is on 12 December from 10am to 6pm and you can find tickets on the Melbourne
Cable Park website and their Facebook page.

I also wish to congratulate the residents who advocated for the suspension of the sale of the
Walker Street Gallery which will continue for some time to be of use to community artists. This is a
good move for the local artist community and a good decision by the Council and Councillors.
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Question
Cr Rhonda Garad

Can the relevant officer please explain the delay in the commencement of the Keysborough South
Hub?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

The last advice on timing was given by myself in early September and I will refer to a couple of dates
to then give you some updates. The tender period at that point was to be from the end of January
2022 to the end of February 2022. That will now commence in March 2022 a four-delay. With regards
to construction commencement, we had previously identified that it would be early June 2022. We
are now looking at construction commencing in July 2022 and as such, that is why Council was
previously advised that the financial commitment for this construction would be in the next financial
year and not this current financial year. Some reasons, which are unfortunate is the significant
turnover in staff at both the architects and a number of lead consultants. We have essentially lost
the entire architect team at GSA that were involved in the whole project. They are now working very
hard to make sure they keep to the times that we told them to keep to and we are as recorded on
page 35 of tonight's Agenda in the Quarterly Performance Report, it refers to the Round 2 Submission
for the Green Building Council of Australia being at 75 percent. That is a construction tender package
that we are required to submit to the Green Building Council before completing our own tender
process. We are aiming to have that completed in the next couple of weeks which means the slip
has occurred due to the complexity of that process.

Question
Cr Rhonda Garad

It is pleasing to see the Council's Election Advocacy document has gone live. However, some major
projects do not seem to be there such as the Dandenong Hub. What is the status of this document;
is it up to date and if not when will it be? This is critically important as we are soon to head into a
Federal election.

Response
Kylie Sprague, Executive Manager, Communications and Customer Service

Council's Advocacy Document is updated at least annually and made available on our website soon
after its updated and available. The current version was updated for the Mayor and Councillors
attendance at the Annual General Assembly in Canberra in June of this year. Plans are now underway
to update that document for the forthcoming Federal Election to which Councillors will be presented
with a list of topics of most relevance for inclusion. There is already a section on extending and
upgrading the user networks in the current version but as mentioned, topics will be reviewed particularly
with Federal advocacy in mind. We also have a separate public transport advocacy page on the
website which I have now arranged to be linked and this makes specific reference to various bus
routes in addition to which various items of state advocacy have been undertaken. We will be looking
with the new documents for that to be targeted at federal advocacy items.
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Question
Cr Rhonda Garad

Thank you for that information. Can we add to the state advocacy page the Green Wedge walking,
cycling and equestrian trails plan that has been languishing since 2019? Can we also add to the
transport plan that you mentioned an increase in the frequency of the Keysborough South bus route
to half-hourly and the inclusion of bus shelters?

Response
Kylie Sprague, Executive Manager, Communications and Customer Service

The State Transport Advocacy document does refer to the Keysborough South bus route. We can
certainly look at adding more on bus shelters to that and to the trails that you mentioned.

Question
Cr Rhonda Garad

Many residents have expressed concerns about Pencil Park in Keysborough South. They are
concerned about the health of the waterway noting several dead fish and a lingering putrid smell.
Also, the wooden uprights on the bridge appear to be weakened by infestation. Can we have the
water tested and a report provided on the uprights of this bridge?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

I can advise that Melbourne Water is the responsible authority for the management of the wetlands
and waterways within Keysborough. Council is responsible for the maintenance of the vegetation
from the high watermark. We did contact Melbourne Water on 24 November 2021 when initial
concerns were raised regarding the volume of Azolla which is the plant that grows on the top. We
have yet to receive a response fromMelbourneWater. In the interim, we will install temporary signage
on site and utilise social media to inform the community about Azolla, its lifecycle and the benefit it
provides. However, we do understand that there can be some side effects with regards to the impact
on fish. The bridge and boardwalks have recently been inspected. Some of the timber posts have
been compromised due to water penetrating the top of the posts. These will be treated to prevent
further deterioration and metal capping has been ordered and will be installed in the coming weeks
to further protect the infrastructure.

Comment
Cr Rhonda Garad

I appreciate your efforts to resolve the issue. The Keysborough South residents are very aware of
the lifecycle of Azolla and are very familiar with it. This appears to be quite different. It appears to
be quite thick and has been there for some time and the smell is an additional issue. If you could
continue to advocate to Melbourne Water, that would be greatly appreciated.
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Comment
Cr Eden Foster

Over the past couple of weeks, I attended many events online and in person. The main ones I want
to mention today is firstly, the Greater Dandenong Combined Schools Interfaith Gathering which was
held online that I attended with Cr Long. Normally, this event would be held face to face and has
been since 2002, so it has been running for quite some time. However, due to COVID like everything
else, it was via Zoom. The group managed to bring together the faith and school communities really
well in such a lovely manner with the help of Dandenong High School Year 11 media students who
put together a beautiful video for the event.

I also attended the Young Women's Gala Day. In attendance were female students from Noble Park
Secondary College, Dandenong High and Mount Hira College from Keysborough. The girls had a
great time with activities, including hearing from a dietician about the importance of healthy eating
and they had St Kilda Football Club demonstrating some skills for the girls amongst other activities.
The girls had a lot of fun from what I could tell and no doubt appreciated the lessons in being more
active and the benefits of physical activity for their physical health and well-being. I would like to
thank the Community Development Team for putting this event together and being able to finally fit
it into the year. I believe it was meant to be held in July this year and postponed due to COVID but
we managed to get it in for the students so it is fantastic to be able to support young women in our
community and encourage them with fitness.

I also want to thank Council for their response to cleaning up and repairing our amenities following
the horrendous weather that we had earlier this month. Within the Yarraman Ward, the Noble Park
Tennis Club were impacted by the storms and had gates that were not locking and damaged fencing.
Council responded promptly to ensure the safety and to repair the damages, so thank you to the
relevant team and I am sure the Noble Park Tennis Club and the President are very grateful.

Comment
Cr Lana Formoso

I would like to bring to Council's attention an incredible 12-year old local, Connie Psihogios who is
off to Portugal tomorrow to represent Australia in the Junior Table Tennis Championships. She and
Parleen Kaur have both been selected to represent Australia, the only two females to be selected
and are both Dandenong locals. Connie did apply for a community supports grant through City of
Greater Dandenong and that was put through today through Council. A big thank you to Council for
helping her with her extremely expensive tour that she will be taking as of tomorrow. Table tennis
obviously, does not get a lot of funding that it needs particularly juniors and particularly females.
There is also a GoFundMe page if anyone is interested in supporting Connie and getting her to
Portugal. That would be greatly appreciated. An incredible young woman doing amazing things in
this sport and will continue to do so.
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Question
Cr Lana Formoso

On Thursday I visited Ross Reserve to watch the Springvale Athletics Track Club train and they were
telling me how they are having some issues with numbers and participation. I am keen to see Council
encourage more people to attend this athletics club. They are doing incredible things in the community
and have been for decades. I noted other sporting clubs are using the facilities at the same time as
them. Could the relevant officer investigate who it is that is using the facilities at the same time and
discourage them doing so and provide an option of when else they can use the facilities because we
still want people participating?

Response
Tilla Buden, Acting Director Community Services

We will arrange for the relevant officers to investigate.

Question
Cr Lana Formoso

I have raised the issue of the drainage and pit works that are occurring on the corner of Sunline
Avenue and Tudor Crescent in Noble Park North. The pit is completely exposed and has been for
quite some time. When will this be rectified?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

I will take that question on notice.

Question
Cr Lana Formoso

Whilst we are on the topic of Sunline Avenue, some line markings have not been done since the
resurfacing, particularly on the corner of Sunline Avenue and Oakwood Avenue which is creating a
hazard. Could you please investigate?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

Yes.

Comment
Cr Lana Formoso

On a positive note, it has only taken me since I got elected as Councillor to have the horrendous
potholes on the corner of Jacksons Road and Justin Drive to be filled. I am very pleased to announce
that the resurfacing is complete and I would like to thank our team as we had to work with the
Department of Transport as it is partially their responsibility. It took some time to get that done but it
is complete.
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Question
Cr Loi Truong

I exercise everyday via the same route and on my way home I noted rubbish at the front of a property
at Parkwood Road. I contacted the residents and they advised that Council had already collected
their rubbish but someone else has put more rubbish at the front of their home and it has been
happening to other properties in Springvale South. Could Council please send someone to investigate
and collect the rubbish?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

I will take those questions on notice. I can discuss with the Compliance Team. If they are residential
properties, they may be waiting for a hard waste collection.

Comment
Cr Jim Memeti, Mayor

I attended the City of Greater Dandenong Children's Forum 2021, which was an online event and it
was great to speak to many, many children online. I was asked many questions which even surprised
me. I think we have got to do a bit more listening to the children because they are our future.

I also attended the Dandenong Well-Being Centre Announcement with the Honourable Catherine
King, Shadow Infrastructure Minister and Federal Member also for Bruce, Julian Hill and Claire O'Neill,
Member for Hotham at the Dandenong Oasis and Noble Park Aquatic Centre. The announcement
was a $20m grant if Labor was to be elected at the next Federal election. I am looking forward to
having the Prime Minister, Mr Morrison attend and do the same thing and I will be very happy to wear
mymayoral robes and chains as I have said to other Councillors, if they canmatch that announcement,
that will be fantastic.

Also, I attended the opening of Masaya Angels which is the largest Indian clothing store right here
in Lonsdale Street with Cr Dark. It was good to see Daisy who is a Keysborough resident setting up
business here in Lonsdale Street. Very, very good, high quality clothing and we want more of those
shops opening up in Lonsdale Street.

I also attended the Audit Advisory Committee meeting, with Cr Garad which is always very informative
and that is held every quarter so I look forward to the next one.

I also attended the Springvale Neighbourhood House 2021 Annual General Meeting. Springvale
Neighbourhood House is well run with many activities. As Cr Lim who was the guest speaker
agrees, there are so many things in Springvale that I cannot wait. We heard about how many people
are helped during COVID and so many online sessions where they even got online with people that
had never even used a computer. They did some really fantastic work in that time.

I also attended a State Funding announcement with Mr Lee Tarlamis for the Noble Park Revitalisation
Project. There are so many projects.
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I attended the skate park program called Boss Your Board skateboarding master class. If you have
Facebook you probably saw a picture of me on a skateboard. I do need quite a few lessons. There
are so many other programs like Keep Calm and Yoga, Soccer Smarts, community soccer clinics,
Youthfest, seasonal crate displays, tree planting program, temporary public art and interpretive signing
program. There are so many activities happening that our community should get involved in that and
I think they are great announcements.

I attended with Cr Long, the Dandenong Cricket Club season launch, the Dandenong Panthers over
at Shepley Oval which are the premier league of cricket. The best you can get in the state and it is
good to see so many young juniors coming through the ranks. It is always good to support the local
cricket clubs which are at the highest level which is fantastic.

I also attended the Sandown Greyhound Racing Club TAB Melbourne Cup. It was a big event. It is
very similar to the racehorses. I was very shocked to hear the prize money for the dog that came first
was $500,000 so it was a lot of money for greyhounds as well. The facilities looked first class. The
car park and everything around there just keeps on improving which is good.

I also did a recording video for White Ribbon Day. Unfortunately, we could not do our street walk
from the Dandenong Market to Harmony Square. It is very important that we raise White Ribbon
Day. Like many of you, I have a mother, a wife, a sister, daughters and granddaughters. Family
violence is unfortunately on the rise in the City of Greater Dandenong and we have got to speak up
and stand up and I think we have got to be doing a bit more in this area. I look forward to making
sure that we get back to doing the march and sending a message to our community. I think it is very,
very important.

I also did a video for the Christmas Carols. Unfortunately, it is going to be online again. We will not
be able to do it in person. Dennis Walter will be the main speaker and he will be running the show
on 11 December. You can log on and watch it live on that date. It is in the evening so do not miss
that.

Also, Cr Long and her husband Barry donated $600 to the SES collection of aluminium cans. It took
three years to get half a tonne of cans that would have gone to the tip. Thank you to Cr Long and
her husband Barry Long for doing that.

I am excited to announce that the City of Greater Dandenong Council has been awarded the 2021
Cities Power Partnership Climate Award in the Innovation category for the development of our climate
change self-assessment tool at the recently held national awards event. This Council’s initiative
climate change self-assessment tool is a first of a kind tool that is now used in the assessment of all
asset and re-infrastructure project bids. The tool provides a holistic assessment against 10
sustainability themes and assesses the contribution of the proposal capital improvement project
awards and this Council's commitment to achieving nett zero carbon emissions across all operations
by 2025. Climate change is a major issue for councils and communities throughout Australia and
across the world. It is, therefore, really pleasing to see our Council leading the way in this area and
making a meaningful difference by ensuring Council's projects mitigate against the impacts of climate
change. The development of this tool has resulted from the hard work and dedication of many officers
across the organisation. However, I would like to particularly recognise Jessica Harrison, Marina
Lysenko, Russell Tait, Alison Saunders, Kelly Davidson and Darren Wilson who are instrumental in
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developing this self-assessment tool and training staff across the organisation in how to consider the
impacts of climate change across a very diverse range of capital work bids. This is another fantastic
representation of the brilliant work that is undertaken by this organisation and I look forward to us
continuing to lead the way in this space.

John Bennie PSM, Chief Executive Officer tabled a listing of responses to questions taken on
notice/requiring further action at the previous Council meeting. A copy of the responses is
provided as an attachment.
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7 URGENT BUSINESS
No urgent business was considered.

The meeting closed at 7.59PM.

Confirmed: / /

________________________
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